





The Weekenc
The Self-Directed Man

READ | Luke 12:16-21

Surely you've heard the old stereotype
about men never wanting to stop and
ask for directions. That’s probably more true
than we’d like to admit, but it isn’t just males
who are guilty. The world is full of both men
and women, all driving full steam ahead,
never wanting to stop or even slow down to
ask for guidance.

If you were to look at this through spiritual
lenses, you’d see a world of lost, hopeless
souls trying to save themselves. They think
they can somehow earn their way to heaven
through good deeds and hard work. They
assume it’s possible to accomplish this on their
own. They’re wrong.

As you read through Luke 12:16-21 today,
stop to count the number of times the “rich
fool,” as he is known, says the words “I,”
“my,” and “myself.” It’s a sad picture of the
self-directed man, trying to make his own way
and secure his own future with no help from
anyone—including God.

The Lord does not mince words with this
man. Entering the scene in verse 20, God
immediately calls him a fool! Don’t miss
the severity in the condemnation. By relying
solely on his own short-sighted selfishness
and pride, this man left nothing behind at the
end of his life—except a pile of grain.
| The message for us today
is that, when we strike off on our own and
initiate actions with no thought of God, we
are behaving like fools. The Lord has a plan
for your life. He knows where you’ll succeed
and where you'll fail. Trust Him to provide the
direction you need.

THE BIBLE IN

Isaiah 43-46

Bearing Each
Other’s Burdens

READ | Galatians 6:1-2

esus commissioned believers to continue

His work on earth—sharing the good
news about God the Father’s saving grace
(Matt. 28:19). Following this command isn’t
easy when we come across people whose
lifestyle is distasteful to us. It often feels
more convenient to befriend someone who
shares our values. Yet a lost man or woman
may be led to restoration through a Christian
friend or acquaintance.

Jesus got involved with men and women
whom society avoided. He ate dinner with tax
collectors (Matt. 9:10; Luke 19:5) and gently
spoke His message of hope to an adulterous
woman (John 4:7-27). And to anyone—disci-
ple or Pharisee—shocked by His associations,
the Lord explained that He “did not come to
call the righteous, but sinners” (Mark 2:17).

In Proverbs 29:6, sin is compared to a
trap that ensnares its victim. With despair
and confusion as constant companions, the
captive doesn’t know the way to freedom. But
believers do. And we are to share the message
as Jesus did: “You who are spiritual, restore
such a one in a spirit of gentleness” (Gal. 6:1).
The Greek word for “restore” refers to the
setting of bones—a very painful process. So
we are to tenderly point men and women in
the direction of God’s forgiveness, His mercy
toward wrongdoers, and the Holy Spirit’s help
in overcoming temptation.
| If Jesus were on earth
today, He’d be ministering to the needy, the
addicted, and the downtrodden. To be like
Him, let’s encourage others to confront their
sin so they can be freed from its grasp.

THE BIBLE IN

Isaiah 47-49
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Love One Another

READ | John 13:34-35

hear sad stories from Christians who
feel their sinful choices caused a church
to desert them. According to Scripture, such
situations call for a loving confrontation,
not gossip and criticism (1 Thess. 5:14).
A church’s commitment to following God
should be evident in its Christ-like attitude.
Yet we sometimes turn away the very people
Jesus told us to love fervently: fellow believers.
First Peter 4:8 tells us that “love covers a
multitude of sins.” And we find many biblical
examples of one person’s total acceptance of
another: the Prodigal Son’s father met him
with a hug rather than the tongue-lashing
the boy knew he deserved (Luke 15:20); an
adulterous woman would have died at Jesus’
feet if He had condemned rather than forgiven
her (John 8:11); and you and I would be hell-
bound if the Lord had not intervened at the
cross. Jesus loved us with our failures and
faults, and He commanded us to do likewise.
The Son living through us changes our
perspective. You might say we look through
“Christ-colored glasses”—perceiving this
world and its people as He does. No longer is
our focus upon someone’s ugly sinful habit.
Now we see our brother or sister as being in
need of love, redemption, and restoration.
| Instead of driving out
believers who are entrapped by disobedience,
let us draw them back into church life. Call
when a brother misses services, or invite a
hurting sister out for coffee. Speak up about
their sin when the Holy Spirit guides you,
and, above all, pray. We can win back our
fallen brethren with Christ’s love.
THE BIBLE IN

‘ Isaiah 50-54
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Exposing False
Teachers

READ | Matthew 7:15-20

ew Testament writers warned about

false teachings that sounded good but
defied truth (2 Tim. 4:3; 1 John 4:1). Believers
today must still heed these warnings! Ungodly
leaders subtly twist truth with such conviction
that unprepared Christians can be charmed
by their lies. That’s why the Bible instructs us
to evaluate the message of whoever desires to
lead us (Matt. 7:20).

The false teacher is deceptive. Verse 15
of today’s passage describes him as a wolf in
sheep’s clothing. He appears to want people
to know the “real” truth about God, but his
interpretation of Scripture may contain out-
right lies or a distorted mix of fact and error.
Since wise believers study God’s Word, they
can detect a “sheepskin” starting to slip. The
wolf is further exposed by his personal life,
which won’t be consistent with righteousness
(Matt. 7:16). A close study of his decisions,
actions, and words will reveal that he does not
follow the Lord’s will or biblical principles.

The false teacher’s life and message are
self-indulgent. His enticing ideas appeal to
his listeners’ fleshly nature. In fact, he’ll often
permit activities prohibited in Scripture. Some
deceivers describe God’s grace as a license to
live without restraint (Jude 4). Paul clearly
denounces this lie, teaching that believers have
died to sin and shouldn’t live in it (Rom. 6:2).
| The body of Christ is
expected to use Scripture as the standard
against which to measure a leader’s lifestyle
and words. When we seek divine truth, we
are given the discernment to know a holy
message from a misleading one.

THE BIBLE IN

Isaiah 55-58



Defeating False
Teachers

READ | 2 Peter 2:1-3

Outside a grocery store one evening, I
watched two young men confronting
shoppers with an erroneous statement about
scriptural teaching. Anyone who seemed
vague about Christian faith was invited to
learn “what God really said” at a Bible study.
I was not invited. In fact, the men abandoned
me quickly when I used the Word to defend
my beliefs.

A false teacher wants to create uncertainty
in his listeners. In order to gain followers, he
must persuade his audience that he possesses
knowledge they lack. The people who accept
this misleading information as absolute truth
will usually return to the false teacher for
more. Having followers strokes his ego and
provides “proof” that he is right.

Those who have a sound doctrine won’t be
led astray. That’s why itis so important for our
faith to rest on biblical truth—for example,
Jesus Christ died for the sins of mankind, the
Holy Spirit dwells in believers, and Christians
will be resurrected bodily. Defeating false
teachers takes more than “my pastor says...”
When confronted, we must defend our faith
with Scripture we ourselves have studied. By
regularly reading and applying God’s Word,
we will be better prepared when confronted
with untruth.
| Building a sound doc-
trine protects believers from misleading
messages and arms them to defend the faith.
Do not be caught unprepared. If you haven’t
already started, begin to study the Bible
today. Should you need help, ask your pastor
or a godly mentor for guidance.

THE BIBLE IN

Isaiah 59-62

God Forgives Our Sin

READ | Ephesians 1:3-8

he Bible is a guidebook mapping the

route to an eternal home. But travelers
must read and follow the directions. Some
people claim they will get to heaven because
of their morality, their religious observances,
or even their belief that God exists. But those
paths end at death.

The only “road” leading to God’s eternal
home is faith in Jesus Christ (John 14:6).
Scripture gives us three landmarks along the
route—points when there is an awareness of
Christ and our need for Him.

Landmark 1: I am a sinner. Everyone
has done wrong (Isa. 53:6; Rom. 3:23). But
only someone under the convicting power of
the Holy Spirit recognizes that sin is what
separates us from holy God (John 9:31). When
the spiritual seeker has this awareness about
iniquity, he is accountable for his response.

Landmark 2: Jesus is perfect. Christ’s
sinless sacrifice on the cross bridges the
gap between the Father and His creation.
Our Savior paid all past, present, and future
sin-debt.

Landmark 3: I need Jesus. The defining
moment on the journey is the point when the
traveler believes Jesus is who He claimed to
be. Belief is accompanied by repentance—a
turning away from old sins. The pilgrim is
given a brand-new nature and is welcomed
into God’s family (2 Cor. 5:17; John 1:12).
| Are you on the road to
discovering the Lord? Here is a peek at what
is ahead if you stay the course: redemption
(Rom. 3:24), eternal life (John 3:15), and a
great adventure walking with Jesus.

THE BIBLE IN

Isaiah 63-66
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The Weeken

The Command
to Forgive

READ | Matthew 6:9-15

Mercy is best understood when we have
experienced it on both the giving and
receiving ends. The truth is, we simply may
not realize the gift’s high price until we’ve
pardoned someone who wronged us—as
much as we long to be given clemency, our
human nature struggles against offering it.
So a warning follows the Lord’s Prayer: God
won’t forgive those who withhold forgiveness
from others.

Jesus is not saying that an unforgiving
spirit cancels our salvation. When we receive
Him as Savior, our sin-debt is paid in full. But
even believers will sometimes fail to do right.
Though these wrongs pose no danger to our
eternal destiny, they do obstruct fellowship
with God. Think of our connection with Him
as a long pipe which sin can clog. Then our
prayers cannot go up, and His blessings are
prevented from raining down. So Christians
must do regular spiritual “housecleaning”—
confession and repentance from sin.

A bitter spirit toward another person will
“clog” our fellowship with the Father—when
we allow anger into our heart, it tends to
squeeze Him out of His rightful place in our
life. Furthermore, negative feelings will seep
into other areas and affect what we think, say,
and do. Then when we most need the Lord’s
help or comfort, His Spirit will not move.
| Is alack of mercy block-
ing your fellowship with the Lord? If so, you
have a choice. Either continue hindering His
love, or cry out to Him from under your bitter
load. God will hear the prayer, cleanse your
heart, and patiently teach you to forgive.

THE BIBLE IN

‘ Jeremiah 1-4
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Godly Servanthood

READ | John 13:13-16

hen you hear the word “servant,” does

anybody immediately spring to mind?
Perhaps you recall an extraordinarily helpful
salesman or that wonderful woman at church
who always takes care of every detail.

Godly servants are all around us, but sadly,
we frequently take them for granted. This is a
tragedy we need to correct—not only for their
sakes, but for our own. You see, I firmly believe
that the faithful service of righteous men and
women will bring untold blessings to those
whom they serve.

For instance, Joseph’s story reveals a con-
sistent thread: Wherever he was, the people he
served prospered. Potiphar was certainly not
a God-fearing man, yet even he recognized
that prosperity came to him because of his
slave. A second Old Testament illustration is
Daniel, whose service to Babylonian kings
included interpreting visions (Dan. 2, 4, 5).
In both examples, the leaders were blessed
by their servants’ actions. More than that, they
came away with an awareness of the living
God. And they also participated in the young
men’s success by offering them increased
responsibilities and greater opportunities to
serve (Gen. 39:1-6; Dan. 2:46-48; 5:29).
| Find the people in your
life who have the gift of godly service. Spend
time with them, serving and working together
for God’s glory. If you turn your nose up at
someone doing “servant’s work,” you'll only
cut yourself off from a relationship that could
literally change your life. Instead, run toward
these people, stand beside them, and ask,
“How can I participate in your service?”

THE BIBLE IN

ONE YEAR

Jeremiah 5-7



IE Servant Joseph

READ | Genesis 37:1-17

oseph is one of my favorite characters in

the Bible. I mention him often because
there’s so much to learn from this successful
young man. In fact, his youth is an important
lesson in and of itself, and today’s passage
reveals two of his character traits that we
should emulate.

First, he demonstrated a servant spirit early
in life. In every exchange between Joseph and
his father or masters, he embodies the very
picture of respect and discipline. The young
man never acts out against those in authority
over him; on the contrary, he continually goes
out of his way to serve others.

It is worth noting that Joseph is about 17
years of age in Genesis 37. The teen years are
a time when the youth of any era are prone to
retaliation and selfishness. However, this boy
was clearly taught from an early age that a real
man is a servant to others.

Second, Joseph realized at a young age that
God was controlling his life. How else can you
explain his relentless pursuit of excellence
throughout his various trials? No matter what
happened to him, Joseph always remembered
the divine visions that the Father had laid on
his heart in his teen years (Gen. 37:1-6). He
was convinced that there was a plan for his
life and that somehow, sometime, God would
reveal what it was.
| Whether you are 17 or
77, the lessons of Joseph’s life are valuable.
It is never too late to learn the art of service
or to recognize God’s perfect plan. Even bet-
ter, it’s never too late to help someone else

discover these things.
THE BIBLE IN .
Jeremiah 8-11

Walking Through
Dark Valleys

READ | Genesis 37:18-28

At the age of 17, Joseph lost almost every-
thing. His family, his position as the
favored son, his home, and his freedom were
abruptly taken from him. How stunned he
must have been by the hatred of his siblings
and such overwhelming loss. But one thing
he did take with him was his faith in God.

Life is like that at times for every one
of us. Sudden changes in health or finances,
the unexpected death of aloved one, or aban-
donment by a good friend can bring us into
a dark season of life. We do not understand
why God has allowed the trial or lets the pain
continue. Joseph probably wondered the
same things, but he managed to hold fast
to his faith. He experienced the blessing of
God’s presence—even as a slave in a foreign
land. And recognizing that God was with this
young captive, his Egyptian master showed
him favor (Gen. 39:2-3).

One of the keys to walking through dark
valleys—those times when life is crumbling
and the future looks dim—is to embrace
the reality of God’s presence with us. At the
moment of salvation, the Holy Spirit comes
to live permanently within the new Christian
and seals him or her as belonging to God
forever. Because of Him, we are never apart
from the Lord. No circumstance, suffering,
or loss can separate us from Him or His love
(Rom. 8:35, 38-39).
| Take a few minutes each
day and reflect on Jesus’ promise to be with
us always (Matt. 28:20). The result will be that
this truth becomes planted deep within your
soul to sustain you in hard times.

THE BIBLE IN

Jeremiah 12-14
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l !! In the Midst of Trials

READ | Genesis 39:6-20

oseph’s enslavement lasted for 13 years
and went from bad to worse. He lost his
tavored position in Potiphar’s household and
went to prison when the master’s wife told lies
about him. His hope for release from jail died
when the king’s servant forgot his promise
(Gen. 40:14, 23). The future looked bleak.
Despite the evidence of circumstances, God
was carrying out His plan to bless Joseph and
benefit his family. Joseph was His appointed
person to rescue them from the coming
famine. To accomplish this, he had to learn
the Egyptian language and culture, develop
leadership abilities, and mature spiritually.
The Lord’s plan accomplished all of this.
Joseph learned two helpful lessons. First,
the Lord is a faithful companion who uses
our troubles to prepare us for His work.
When the time came, Joseph was fully trained
to become second-in-command to Pharaoh—
the Egyptian king even testified that God’s
presence was with Joseph (Gen. 41:38).
Second, when the Lord accomplishes His
purposes, the difficulty will end. At God’s
chosen moment, Joseph was freed from jail,
rewarded with a high-ranking appointment,
and reconciled with his family. Though his
boyhood was gone, he was greatly blessed by
living in the center of the Father’s will.
| Adversity can be painful,
but the Lord uses it to further His purposes
and equip us to carry out His plan. What is He
trying to teach you in the midst of your trials?
Are you cooperating with Him? Remember,
even Jesus suffered in order to fulfill God’s
redemptive purpose (Matt. 16:21).
THE BIBLE IN

ONE YEAR
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‘ Jeremiah 15-18

l E ! God Is Able

READ | Ephesians 3:20-21

esus knew firsthand what it meant to live

with limited financial resources, to have
tamily question His actions (Mark 3:21), and
to be rejected by those He sought to serve
(John 6:66). However, He never allowed such
circumstances to control His emotions or dic-
tate His actions. Instead, He chose to trust that
the Father was able to carry out His Word.

We are called to follow Christ’s example
and believe that God is able to do what He
has promised. For example, the Bible pledges
eternal salvation for everyone who asks for
forgiveness in Jesus’ name (Heb. 7:25). The
Son satisfied His Father’s justice by dying on
the cross for all our sins—from “white lies” to
unspeakably vile acts. When we have true faith
in Jesus, God will forgive us and make us a
new creation in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). No matter
what trouble we have caused, He invites us
to draw near in faith and receive the gift of
everlasting life.

Having saved us, God says He will establish
us in truth (Rom. 16:25); after giving us a
firm foundation in Christ, He builds us up in
righteousness. Through the ministry of His
Spirit and the Word, we start to see things as
the Father does and learn what pleases Him.
| By believing that God
keeps His promises, we will become stronger
in our faith and more at peace. Hardships that
once would have thrown us off course will lose
their power to shake us. Hope will replace dis-
couragement, and trust will overcome doubt.
Each time trouble comes, focus your attention
upon your loving heavenly Father and His

ability to care for you.
THE BIBLE IN )
Jeremiah 19-22



The Weekend

No Trial Is Beyond
God's Ability to Help

READ | Jude 24-25

hough Scripture is filled with promises

from the Lord, we often struggle to accept
them as true in our particular situation. But
the Father wants us to believe that He’s willing
and able to do what He has said.

God has promised that we do not have to
give in to the lure of sin. He sets a limit on
temptation and provides a way out. Jesus
saw the truth of this promise in His desert
experience. The Holy Spirit led Him into the
wilderness, where He was tempted by Satan.
Our Savior successfully resisted the Devil’s
enticements by recalling who the Father is
and what He promised. God limited Christ’s
temptation to three challenges. The way out
was through Scripture’s powerful truth.

The Lord has also pledged to keep us from
stumbling. We live in a world that is full of
land mines, which are either hidden from
sight or disguised as something good. We do
not seek them out. But once triggered, they
lead to ungodliness. For example, Peter had a
conversation with a servant girl and ended up
denying that he knew Jesus (Matt. 26:69-72).
Like the apostle, we sometimes have trouble
recognizing a situation’s potential danger,
but our Father understands what is involved.
He knows just how we should respond.
| Whether you face temp-
tation or encounter an unexpected difficulty,
the approach needs to be the same. Turn your
attention to the Almighty, and keep it there
until your mind is filled with the knowledge
of Him. Allow the Scriptures to guide your
prayers, and stand firm until the promised
help comes.

THE BIBLE IN

Jeremiah 23-26

God Uses
Our Suffering

READ | Hebrews 12:10-11

Last week we looked at the life of Joseph
and the suffering that he endured. The
young man was betrayed by his brothers,
sold into slavery, unjustly imprisoned,
and forgotten. But when God’s plan was
revealed, Joseph declared that it was good
(Gen. 45:7-8).

Scripture tells us that the Lord has many
purposes for the pain we experience. One
is to develop personal righteousness in us.
Desiring that we walk in holiness before Him,
God utilizes discipline to direct us away from
ungodliness and to increase our fruitfulness.
He will use difficult people and circumstances
to prune away any “deadwood”—attitudes,
behaviors, and relationships that do not fit a
child of God (Eph. 4:25, 29, 31). While such
“pruning” is not a pleasant experience, it can
effectively train us to lead godly lives.

God also uses suffering to manifest the life
of Christ in us. For that to happen, we must
learn to depend on Him for both our work and
our words. If circumstances did not press in
upon us, we would probably go our own way.
But we are to be like Jesus, who relied on His
Father no matter how easy or hard life became.
As Christ’s ambassadors, we are to be living
examples of His character. This may mean
forgiving our enemies, bearing our burdens
with patience, or finding joy in the midst of
sorrow, just as He did. Our witness will not be
a perfect one, but we should display a growing
“family resemblance.”

IENTRANIEERM | Life is full of trouble. But
in the hands of a loving God, our suffering is
being used for His eternal purposes.

THE BIBLE IN

Jeremiah 27-30
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Tuesday

Hope in the Midst
of Suffering

READ | 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

e all go through distressing times in

life. These seasons of suffering may
be brought about by relational difficulties,
financial hardships, or other trials. But as
God’s children, we can take heart in knowing
that our pain is not wasted.

Sometimes our pain is for the eternal ben-
efit of others—the Lord uses it to reveal the
genuineness of our faith so that others might
see it and be drawn to His Son (1 Peter 1:7).
By the way we respond to adversity, our belief
in Jesus becomes visible to those around us.
Believers will be encouraged, and seekers
will ask us questions about our faith.

At other times, God uses trials to teach us
to obey—Hebrews 5:8 tells us that even our
Savior learned obedience from the things
He suffered. Another purpose of hardship is
to broaden our ministry. The apostle Paul’s
imprisonment let him minister among the
guards, resulting in the salvation of many.

Difficulties can also be the Lord’s tool in
preventing a problem from happening—an
unidentified ailment kept Paul from becoming
prideful. When disobedience threatens our
walk with God, He will take whatever steps
are needed to draw us back to Him. He may
allow a need to remain unmet or something
cherished to be removed. His purpose is that
we confess our sin and return to Him.
| We may not know the
reasons for our heartaches, but the wisest
choice is to trust God. After all, He who
saved us through the sacrifice of His Son has
promised to use our suffering to bring about
eternal good (Rom. 8:28).

THE BIBLE IN

‘ Jeremiah 31-34
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Was Jesus Christ
Really God?

READ | John 1:1-18

he divinity of Jesus Christ is one of the

most controversial issues facing every
human being. It is also the most critical. Our
faith hangs in the balance on this question.

There are many who say they believe
in Jesus and in God, but do not think that
Jesus is God. They believe many good things
about Him, however. They accept Him as
a teacher. They marvel at Him as a healer.
They revere Him as a philosopher, revolu-
tionary, and social reformer. And yet, they
cannot—or rather will not—accept Him
as Lord.

I want to be crystal clear on this matter.
You can believe all of these wonderful things
about Jesus. You can go so far as to laud Him
as a prophet sent by almighty God. But if
you do not accept that He is one with God—
the Savior who died for your sins—then you
do not know Him at all.

Now, you may have heard people argue that
Jesus Himself never actually claimed to be
God. This is simply not true. Time and again
in the Gospels, Jesus places Himself on equal
footing with the Father and the Holy Spirit
(John 10:30; 14:6-14). The truth is, if Jesus
was not truly God’s Son, then as C. S. Lewis
observed, He was either a lunatic or the
world’s most detestable liar.
| If you are the least bit
uncertain about this eternal question, don’t
let another minute pass before taking steps to
figure out the answer. Examine the Gospels.
Talk to your pastor or believing friends. Settle
for yourself the life-changing question, “Was

Jesus Christ really God?”
Jeremiah 35-38



C.S. Lewis on the

Deity of Christ

a ! Is He More?

«

“What are we to make of Christ?”

There is no question of what we can

make of Him, it is entirely a question

of what He intends to make of us.

You must accept or reject the story.
The things He says are very different

from what any other teacher has said.

Others say, “This is the truth about

the Universe. This is the way you ought E

to go,” but He says, “I am the Truth,

and the Way, and the Life.” He says, “No

man can reach absolute reality, except

through Me. Try to retain your own

life and you will be inevitably ruined.

Give yourself away and you will be

saved.” He says, “If you are ashamed

of Me, if, when you hear this call, you

turn the other way, I also will look the .

other way when I come again as God

without disguise. If anything whatever

is keeping you from God and from

Me, whatever it is, throw it away. If

itis your eye, pull it out. If it is your

hand, cut it off. If you put yourself first

you will be last. Come to Me everyone

who is carrying a heavy load, I will set

that right. Your sins, all of them, are

wiped out, I can do that.I am Re-birth,

I am Life. Eat Me, drink Me, I am your

Food. And finally, do not be afraid,

I have overcome the whole Universe.”

That is the issue.

God in the Dock, “What Are We to Make of
Christ?” 1950, p. 160.

READ | Colossians 1:15-20

ho is this Jesus? It’s a question that

has been asked by countless indi-
viduals for more than two millennia. And,
to be sure, it is the most important question
that can ever be asked—or answered. How
would you reply?

You may say, “He’s my Savior.” But is He
more? “Well, He’s the Lord.” But is He more?

Yes, He is far more indeed. Jesus did some-
thing for us that had never been done before:
He enabled us to see the Father in a new way.
In Colossians 1:15, Paul explains that Jesus is
the “image of the invisible God.”

No one has ever looked upon the face of
the Almighty. In the Old Testament, some
people found themselves in His presence,
but they were never able to look fully upon
His glory. For example, even Moses, who is
described as God’s friend (Ex. 33:11), could
not look directly at Him. At best, he had the
opportunity to look upon “God’s back” as
the Lord passed by. But Moses never saw His
face. (Ex. 33:18-23).

However, Jesus came to bridge the gap
between the Father’s pure, holy glory and
mankind’s sinful nature. As God’s “image,”
Jesus is the exact, flawless replica—the
perfect reflection—of His Father. Therefore,
Jesus could say, “He who has seen Me has
seen the Father” (John 14:9).
| How do we know what
the heavenly Father is like? By knowing Jesus.
He is the only full expression and explana-
tion of God. Are you prepared to answer the
question? Then ask the Father to reveal His
Son to you in a fresh way today.

THE BIBLE IN

Jeremiah 39-42
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Following God's
Schedule

READ | Psalm 25:1-5

‘ ,\ [ aiting on God so we can discover His
will is an essential discipline of the

Christian life. Once we learn His plan, we must
be careful to implement it in His time frame.
Following the Lord’s schedule is always to
our benefit because of His . . .
+ All-encompassing knowledge. Unlike us,
the Father has complete awareness about
our world and the details of every individual
life—past, present, and future. (Acts 17:26).
+ Complete wisdom. The Lord understands
man’s every motive (1 Chron. 28:9) and acts
accordingly. Our decision making is flawed
since we cannot clearly discern people’s
intentions. We make choices based on partial
information, but God has the wisdom to prop-
erly interpret the facts and then take action
based on truth (Rom. 11:33). He never makes
a mistake.
* Unending love. Through His Son, the Father
offers us unconditional love. By sending Jesus
to die in our place, God proved the depth of
His everlasting love (1 John 4:10). He always
has our best interest at heart.
* Perfect sufficiency. The Lord offers us all
the resources we need to carry out His plan—
wisdom, strength, and skill (2 Peter 1:3).
| Adhering to God’s time-
table requires both faith and courage. We
must believe that He knows how we should
live, trust that His plan is right, and have
the determination to wait until He gives
a signal to proceed. Those who follow the
Lord’s schedule will experience the blessing
of watching Him work things together for
their gain and His glory.
THE BIBLE IN

‘ Jeremiah 43-46
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The Weekend

Waiting on God

READ | Psalm 33:20-22

Because our God is an all-knowing,
wise, and loving heavenly Father, we’ll
always benefit when we follow His schedule.
However, waiting on Him can feel difficult.

Throughout the Bible, we read of people
who experienced delays before God acted on
what He had promised. In the following exam-
ples, notice how patience and obedience led
to blessing:

1. Noah was told to build an ark because
a flood was coming. When the rain did not
arrive, his neighbors must have thought him
a fool. Yet Noah trusted God and continued
to work (Gen. 6:12-22).

2. After reluctantly agreeing to approach
Pharaoh about releasing the Jewish slaves,
Moses learned it would take a number of
warnings before God’s plan would be fulfilled
(Ex. 7:1-7).

3. Jesus’ disciples were told to wait in
Jerusalem until they received the promised
Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4).

When [ was a young boy, I learned the
importance of patience. After having me
plant some seeds in her garden, my mother
explained what would happen. First, green
sprouts would appear, and then the plants
would develop. I kept a close watch on that
area, but nothing seemed to be happening,
One day I decided to dig up those seeds to see
if there was any progress. I found no plants at
all. My impatience did not produce any fruit.
| The Lord has a plan
for each of us, and the timing of every detail
is always right. Are you living according to
His schedule?

THE BIBLE IN

Jeremiah 47-50



Accepting Criticism

READ | Proverbs 10:17-18

Nobody likes criticism. It’s rarely fun
and it’s often unsolicited. Many times,
we reject our critic’s words because of the
harsh spirit in which they were spoken.

Yet God can take even a wrong attitude,
bad timing, or poor tone of voice and still tell
us something we need to hear. That’s why
we are wise to pay attention when people cri-
tique us. Criticism—invited or not—forces
us to examine ourselves and take notice of
weak areas. This helps us discover who we
really are and avoid unnecessary mistakes.
If we fail to listen, our potential for mental,
emotional, and spiritual growth is limited.

However, that is not to say all opinions
are valid. It is important to respond well and
evaluate criticism correctly. First, do not
immediately reject the comment, blame the
person, or defend yourself. Instead, consider
what was said, and ask God if He’s trying to
tell you something. Then, thank the person
for his interest in you, and explain that you’ll
reflect on his observation. If he was sincere,
he’ll be appreciative, but if his intentions were
negative, this will disarm him. Next, evaluate
the criticism and determine what exactly is
under scrutiny—your beliefs, your character,
God? Finally, view this as an opportunity for
growth, and—if necessary—apologize.
| Jesus died on the cross
for our sake, so we as believers are certain of
His approval. When we remember this, the
disapproval of others will take on less signifi-
cance and cause less hurt. Then, as we learn
to respond correctly, we’ll be blessed to find
ourselves growing.

THE BIBLE IN

Jeremiah 51-52

Tuesday
Handling Praise

READ | Proverbs 27:2

We’ve all experienced how encouraging
a word of praise can be. Most of us

can remember a time when a parent, teacher,
or employer voiced approval that motivated
us to even greater heights.

Yet for many people, praise is nearly as
difficult to handle as criticism. Because the
Word of God instructs us to be humble
(Matt. 18:4; Phil. 2:3), we may sometimes
feel confused about the right way to give or
receive compliments.

How, then, should we accept recognition?

1. Acknowledge the comment by simply
thanking the person. Don’t belittle the words
in any way or explain reasons why you do
not deserve them.

2. Identify and acknowledge the character
quality that led the other person to offer his
praise. For example, does he have a discern-
ing spirit, deep compassion, or strong love
for others?

3. Share what the encouragement means
to you. If someone tells you how he enjoyed
your teaching, you might say, “That really
motivates me to study harder; I want to be
what God desires of me.”

4. When appropriate, deflect the praise to
others. For instance, a pastor might redirect
kind words about an effective worship service
by acknowledging the wonderful staff that
works with him. When you rightly praise
others, it builds their self-esteem while
protecting you from pride.
| Both criticism and pride
can develop us or be dangerous to us. Our
response is the determining factor.

THE BIBLE IN

ONE YEAR

Lamentations 1-2
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The Obstacle of
Discouragement

READ | Psalm 42:3-4

e all have expectations. And whether
they are reasonable or illogical, when
our hopes fail us, we feel disappointed.
There’s nothing wrong with this response,
in and of itself—in life, some disappointment
is inevitable. Discouragement, however, is a
choice, and a dangerous one at that. In this
state of mind, we allow our circumstances
to consume us. Then we stop striving for the
goal and miss achieving our potential.
Another consequence is a divided mind. As
we're distracted from tasks at hand, we easily
make poor decisions and then feel tempted
to blame others for our predicament. Anger
can lead to retaliation and depression. All the
while, we are drifting spiritually. Obviously, it’s
important to resolve disappointment quickly.
Consider what the Lord experienced in the
garden of Gethsemane. He not only faced a
gruesome death the following day; He also
knew He would be separated from His Father
for the first time in all eternity. His words in
Matthew 26:38 reveal profound pain: “My
soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death.”
Needing encouragement and support, He
asked the disciples to pray and stay awake
with Him. And yet, they fell asleep. Jesus
must have felt let down and alone, but He
didn’t allow hopelessness to distract Him
from His purpose of procuring our salvation.
| When life deals you a
painful blow, remember Jesus’ response and
realize you, too, can choose to cling to the
Father for hope. Have you allowed disap-
pointment to rob you of focus and joy? Pray
for God to keep you from discouragement.

THE BIBLE IN L ons 3
ONE YEAR amentations 3-5
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The Answer for
Discouragement

READ | Psalm 42:5-8

isappointments and even some discour-

agement are bound to affect everybody
at some point. Yet believers need not remain
disheartened by frustrations and setbacks. It
is possible to experience joy and peace, even
when our expectations aren’t met.

When you feel let down, take these steps:

1. Look inward. What is causing your
hopeless feelings? Ask God to reveal anything
within you that may be part of the problem
(for example, an unforgiving spirit).

2. Admit you are discouraged. Confess
that you are allowing the emotion to grip you.

3. Look upward. To stop wallowing in the
pain, you must take the focus off yourself and
place it on the Father.

4. Recognize that this is a spiritual issue.
Your present situation can help you learn how
to deal with trials when emotions are low.

5. Get into God’s Word. Notice how the
men and women of the Bible handled disap-
pointments. For example, through his many
years of undeserved difficulties, Joseph clung
to his faith that God was still in control.

6. Humble yourself and cry out to the
Lord. Remembering His past faithfulness can
build your confidence that He will continue
to provide.
| You may hurt for a sea-
son, but you don’t have to be overwhelmed
to the point of giving up. As a Christian,
you can take refuge in your all-powerful,
all-wise, loving Father. Recall how He has
worked in previous times of letdown. Then
be assured that this situation will be another
faithfulness story to add to your collection.
THE BIBLE IN

Ezekiel 1-4



‘ The Trials of Life

READ | 1 Peter 1:6-7

l) /I ost likely, you have heard the age-old
question, “If God is good, how can

He let bad things happen?” Since the fall of
man, life has always included hardship.
Though trials are painful, understanding the
Lord’s purpose can bring joy and hope.

The Word of God is clear that suffering is
purposeful. Primarily, the Lord is conforming
His children to be like Him (Rom. 8:29). When
a person is newly saved, he or she still has
many “rough edges.” The journey ahead,
called sanctification, involves the process of
becoming holy—and few things build char-
acter like sorrow. Unfortunately, people rarely
mature during pleasant times. Instead, pain
brings impurities to the surface and forces
people to see the reality of their lives.

Another reason the Father allows trials is
to test the faith of His children. Of course, He
doesn’t need this for His own information—it
is the believers who benefit. Tested faith is
stronger and more reliable than untried faith.

Furthermore, God allows hardship in order
to reveal His character, love, and power.
During life’s storms, people who cling to their
heavenly Father will find Him trustworthy and
real. When the next difficulty arises, they’ll
remember His faithfulness during the previ-
ous trial and will rest confidently in Him.
| While no one wants to
suffer, experience and sorrow will mature
the believer. We can learn certain things
from books and other people’s stories, but
most growth occurs during trials. So, when
problems occur and sorrow seems piercing,
thank God for His purpose in your suffering.
THE BIBLE IN

Ezekiel 5-8

The Weekend

Responding
to Difficulty

READ | 2 Corinthians 4:8

dversity is never enjoyable, but thank-

fully, believers are assured that God has
a reason for allowing difficulty. And your
response to the trial will determine whether
it leaves you broken or strengthened.

Romans 5:3-5 states, “We exult in our
tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings
about perseverance; and perseverance, proven
character; and proven character, hope; and
hope does not disappoint . . . ” In order to
respond correctly and benefit the way this
verse describes, let’s consider how the Lord
works in suffering.

First, He controls the burdens so they aren’t
too heavy to bear. He limits them because His
goal is not to destroy you but to build your
character. Second, He designs the difficulty
according to your personality, character, and
areas that need growth. Therefore, trials are
tailor-made in order to grow you to be more
like Christ. Third, difficulties are progressive.
As God matures you, the intensity may seem
to increase. This is similar to weight training:
at the beginning, an athlete trains with light
barbells, but as his muscles become stronger,
he chooses heavier weights. Similarly, as your
walk with Christ progresses, obstacles that
once seemed overbearing will impede you
less. This is a sign of growth. In fact, a prayer
journal is a great way to watch God’s progress
in your life.
| In the midst of your pain,
see your trial as a privilege—God is revealing
His ways and refining you. Thank Him for
trusting you with this situation. Then, ask how
to respond, and walk obediently before Him.
THE BIBLE IN

Ezekiel 9-13

www.intouch.org | 45



IN TOUCH RESOURCE CENTER

The Surprising Freedom
of Patience

Stop letting impatience rob you of joy! In this

six-part series, Dr. Stanley helps you learn how to
develop lasting patience—and why this fruit of
the Holy Spirit reveals God’s heart for you and
others in your life.

The Power of Patience
CD / $38

Set Apart for His Glory

In this powerful two-part message, Dr. Stanley explains
the process of sanctification, through which God molds
us to be more like Jesus. Find out why “holiness” is
not an unreachable bar He’s set for us, but instead,

the way we become who we were created to be.

Sanctification
CD/ $12

God’s Presence in Your Life

This in-depth series is a primer on the often ignored and
misunderstood third person of the Trinity. Dr. Stanley’s
six messages help you grasp what Scripture teaches about
the Holy Spirit and apply it in a life-changing way.

The Holy Spirit
CD/ $38

US: 800-333-5849 Canada: 800-323-3747



More Than Meets the Eye

What does it really mean to walk by faith rather than

by sight? In this six-CD teaching series, Dr. Stanley
helps you discover the true power of faith—the kind
that withstands any hardship and grows stronger
when put to the test.

Forward by Faith
CD/ $38

Never Forsaken

This hope-filled series from Dr. Stanley is packed with
six inspiring messages about the extent of God’s deep,
personal love for you. Perfect for anyone going through
a difficult time or simply needing encouragement.

The God Who Cares
CD / $38

Guidance for the Journey

If you’ve ever struggled to discern God’s direction for

your life, you’ll find this practical four-part series eye-

opening. Dr. Stanley teaches how to listen to God,
recognize confirmation of His will, and gain wisdom
as you follow His leading.

The Will of God
CD/$25 DVD/$40

www.intouch.org SEE ORDER FORM FOR DETAILS
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