hear this same word and think about

loss and desertion. It’s hard for them to
understand the commandment to ‘honor
their mother and father’ because they feel
like their mother and/or father didn’t
honor them, didn’t honor their marriage
vows, didn’t honor the other parent.”
Often they carry that lack of respect or
trust for their earthly parents into their
relationship with God.

THE PROMISE

Of course, none of this has taken God by
surprise. That’s why He led the psalmist
to write in Psalm 27:10, “Though my
mother and father forsake me, the LorD
will receive me.” It’s important for any-
one who’s been hurt by a dysfunctional
upbringing to ask God to help replace

a negative model of parenting with the
image of a loving, kind, patient, merciful,
gentle, capable Father. He can work with
them to repair their own marred image
of God even as they seek to help their
children develop a healthy picture of Him.

SHOW THEM THE FATHER
Introduce your children to a heavenly
Father who is not sitting with His arms
folded, waiting to catch them at some
misbehavior and bring the hammer
down. Help them know the God who

is a loving Daddy, who delights in His
children, and who longs to comfort
them when they hurt, protect them
when they’re scared, and lighten their
load. Enable them to see a God who is
approachable, who longs to spend time
with them, teach them, restore them, and
be their best friend—the God who knew

them when they were still in the womb
(Ps. 139:14) and who has a perfect plan
for their life (Ps. 37:23; Jer. 29:11).

Take time to read these verses with
your children to paint a picture of the
God who loves them.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and | will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28).

“The Lorp your God is with you, he is mighty to
save. He will take great delight in you, he will
quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you
with singing” (Zeph. 3:17).

“The Loro is gracious and compassionate, slow
to anger and rich in love. The Loro is good to
all; he has compassion on all he has made”
(Ps. 145:8-9).

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful”
(Luke 6:36).

“God is love” (1 John 4:8b).

“There is a friend who sticks closer than a
brother” (Prov. 18:24b).

“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask
God, who gives generously to all without finding
fault, and it will be given to him” (James 1:5).

“We can comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves have received from God”
(2 Cor. 1:4b).

“[He] is able to do immeasurably more than all
we ask or imagine, according to his power that
is at work within us” (Eph. 3:20).

“Give thanks to the Loro, for he is good; his love
endures forever” (Ps. 107:1).

“Every good and perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of the heavenly
lights, who does not change like shifting shad-
ows” (James 1:17). ¢

Note: All verses are NIV.
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God will provide L

all the wisdom, faith, -~
and power we need
to accomplish
what He asks of us.
Therefore, we should
regard obedience
as a joy.

God Rewards
Obedience

READ

A n everyday fisherman became one of
the chief builders of the early church
because he was obedient. Simon Peter made
a lifelong commitment to follow Jesus Christ
and received many blessings as a result.

In Luke 5, Peter was weary and dismayed
after an unsuccessful night at sea. Yet when
Jesus asked to borrow his boat, he agreed. And
when the carpenter suggested the fisherman
put out nets for a catch, Peter did so against
his better judgment. His obedience brought a
huge financial gain. Even better, he recognized
Jesus for who He was—the Lord.

Just as his nets expanded with the overflow-
ing catch, Peter’s faith also grew large that day.
He was so confident of Jesus’ sovereignty that
he laid down the tools of his trade and became
a “fisher of men” (vv. 10-11). And rewards
continued to come his way: as Christ’s disciple,
Peter spent time with the Lord and performed
miracles in His name (Acts 9:33-42).

Obedience was Peter’s lifestyle—when the
Lord told him to do something, he didn’t
delay (Matt. 16:16). He understood who Jesus
was and helped establish the church on the
rock-solid foundation of Christ’s Messiahship.
Peter preached at Pentecost (Acts 2:14-36),
opened Christianity to Gentiles (Acts 11:1-18),
and wrote two biblical epistles—all of which
are additional rewards for his faithfulness.
Believers sometimes

shy away from following Jesus wholeheart-

, edly, wondering, How can He use someone

so average? Peter’s life proves that the Lord
equips those He calls. And when an ordinary
believer faithfully obeys, God rewards.

Ezekiel 14-17



Choosing an
Obedient Lifestyle

READ

hough God is sovereign and omnipotent,

many believers don’t trust Him to guide
them. Instead, they think about obedience
on a case-by-case basis, evaluating how
the consequences of various choices might
affect them. But the Lord desires followers
whose lifestyle is submissive—people who
have made a deliberate decision to surrender
to His will in every circumstance.

When confronted with the idea of abso-
lute submission, many of us are assaulted by
anxious thoughts: What if the Lord wants me
to do something I can’t or don’t want to do?
Another common fear is that we wouldn’t
have the strength, wisdom, or faith to carry
out commands He might give. And we’d be
right—if we relied upon our own resources.
But when we commit to obey, God equips us
at the right moment to follow where He leads.

One obedient act prepares us for the next.
Each step of faith shows us that God not only
supplies the tools and preparation for doing
His will; He also handles the consequences.

In spite of the Lord’s faithfulness, however,

we will take a misstep every now and then.
We’re not alone. As Scripture reveals, even
saints’ lives include occasional rebellious acts,
because obedience is a learning process. Jesus
rebuked Peter several times (Matt. 16:21-23;
John 18:10-11; Mark 14:72). Yet He continued
to train the disciple in righteousness.
Both our successes and
our failures teach us how to live a lifestyle of
commitment. But we must first make a deci-
sion to follow God regardless of the outcome.
His sovereignty demands our obedience.

Ezekiel 18-21

. The Heart
of Our Faith

READ

aul believed that nothing merited his

boasting more than the cross (Gal. 6:14).
He had good reason to think so: God’s entire
plan of salvation hangs upon two beams of
rough-hewn wood. Our relationship with the
Father is made right through Jesus’ sacrificial
death. By His blood, we are justified—freed
from the guilt and penalty of sin.

Galatians 2:16 says, “By observing the law
no one will be justified” (N1v)—that is, clean
living can’t earn God’s acceptance. Even so,
some unbelievers who reject the message of
the cross put confidence in a cosmic “scale”
They trust that the Lord will weigh their good
deeds against the bad and be satisfied.

However, if this scale philosophy were true,
Jesus’ death would be senseless. A Father who
accepted multiple paths to salvation but still
sacrificed His Son couldn’t be called good or
loving. Many people overlook this obvious
reasoning and cling to their vision of a God
who ignores personal sin.

The problem is pride. Since it is natural

to desire acceptance, people want to believe
something within them is worth loving. But
the cross requires us to kneel before God
empty-handed. When we humbly admit
we’re powerless to settle our own sin-debt,
we must accept the payment Jesus made on
our behalf.
We have nothing to
offer God, but the fact is, He expects nothing.
Instead, the Father created a salvation plan
that cleansed the stain of our sin and recon-
ciled us to Him. The cross is a symbol of His
love—a love that deserves our boasting.

Ezekiel 22-25
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The Heart of
Our Testimony

READ

estimonies that fail to mention the cross
lack power. However, in an attempt to

be “seeker-friendly,” some believers soften
the gospel so it seems more inviting. But the
hard truth is, Jesus Christ died for our sins.

To witness effectively, we must confront
unbelievers with their sin-debt and explain
that Jesus gave His life to pay it in full. But
presenting platitudes is easier than creat-
ing a well-planned gospel presentation. For
example, the following statement is truthful
and pleasing to the ear: “You are saved when
you receive Jesus as Savior.” The problem is,
it falls short of making known the actual path
to salvation. An instructive testimony should
contain three follow-up points: a description
of who Jesus is, an explanation of God’s only
plan of salvation, and what a person must
believe and do in order to receive Christ.

Certainly, one can be saved without fully
grasping the role of the cross. However, the
new believer begins his spiritual journey much
wiser if he knows the source of his salvation.
Ironically, we’re truly seeker-friendly when we
offer a full picture of Christianity rather than a
few expressions that are truthful but trite.
Think about the words
you use to spread the gospel. Our society is
increasingly illiterate, in terms of the Bible.
That means the people with whom you have
opportunity to share may know little about
Jesus—you might be the only person they
know with real scriptural knowledge. Pray and
then take some time to prepare a message that
is instructive and focused on the cross. Then
go out and make disciples for Christ!

‘ Ezekiel 26-28
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Confronting
Closed Doors

READ

e cannot help feeling disappointed

when a door of opportunity closes.
But God will often prevent us from going
forward so He can redirect our steps toward
another, wiser pathway. What determines
whether we partake of His greater blessing is
our reaction—will we beat against the barred
door or look for a new opening?

Paul’s second missionary journey included
a series of divine “no admittance signs.” He
set out to visit the churches he started across
Asia, but the Holy Spirit led him away from
city after city. How frustrating it must have
been to be prevented from carrying out the
gospel commission (Matt. 28:19)!

Paul kept traveling in search of fertile

ground where he could plant a new church;
at last the Lord revealed an open door to
Macedonia. The new route took him into
some of the key cities of that day. Philippi,
Corinth, and Ephesus were major commerce
centers teeming with dignitaries and foreign
traders who could carry the gospel westward
farther and faster than Paul.
The apostle set out with
a wise and rational plan, but human rea-
soning isn’t always reliable. The Bible tells
us to trust in the Lord instead of our own
understanding (Prov. 3:5). If we’re to follow
God’s will for our life, we must live by the
Spirit’s prompting. Consider that the Creator
of the universe is taking a moment to nudge
you in the right direction so you will be fruit-
ful and blessed. Follow Him, and He will
direct your steps down the right paths and
the through the best doorways.

Ezekiel 29-31



The Weekend

Responding to
Closed Doors

READ

od answers prayer in one of three ways:

» «

“yes,” “no,” or “yes, but not yet.” This
last reply seems to be the most dreaded—
sometimes even more than an outright “no.”
However, patience is an important biblical
principle, which Scripture stresses repeatedly
in stories, Psalms, and epistles.

Waiting on the Lord to unlock a door is
always wiser than attempting to pry it open
ourselves, even when the delay has been long.
After God promised him a son (Gen. 12:2),
Abraham lived for 25 years with an answer
of “not yet.” After that quarter-century, the
answer finally became “yes.” But meanwhile,
Abraham and Sarah hatched their own plan
to get an heir—Sarah’s servant Hagar bore
Ishmael. The couple may have convinced
themselves they were “helping” God live up
to His prophecy, but really they were dis-
obeying. The consequences were disastrous.
Bitterness and blame affected every member
of the family (Gen. 16:4-6; 21:9-10). What’s
more, Ishmael’s people lived in enmity with
their neighbors, and that hostility persists in
the Middle East today (Gen. 16:11-12; 25:18).
Our patience gives God
time to prepare the opportunity on the other
side of a closed door. Even if we can force
our way by manipulating circumstances, we
will not be happy with what we find there.
No one in Abraham’s camp was satisfied
with the situation they created! We have
contentment and joy only when we access
God’s will at the very moment He ordained.
The blessings we find on the other side of
an open door are well worth the wait.

Ezekiel 32-35

. The Foundation

of Our Security

READ

o you sometimes feel a bit lost in the

world—as if you’re all alone, facing
tremendous obstacles? Most people feel this
way from time to time. However, if you've
placed your faith in Jesus Christ, you have
a solid foundation that cannot be shaken,
regardless of what life throws at you.

To encourage Christians who are heading
into persecution, Peter opens his letter of
hope and assurance with a strong statement
of faith (1 Peter 1:1-5). Though our circum-
stances may be different, we, too, should hear
the Word’s promise of security.

Peter first reminds us that we are “chosen
according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father” (vv. 1-2). The message is clear: You
are not in this situation by accident. Your faith,
successes, and failures are no surprise to God.
He knew you fully from the beginning of time
and chose you to be with Him forever.

Second, the apostle shows that we are
subject to the ongoing sanctifying work of
the Holy Spirit. In other words, we do not
have to find the way by ourselves. The Spirit
of God is with us step by step, leading and
guiding us into maturity in Christ.

Third, Peter assures us that we’re cleansed
by Jesus’ blood. All our mistakes, misgivings,
and missteps have been permanently washed
away at the cross. As new creations, we are
forgiven and free to walk eternally with God.
The timeless message of
the Bible is that we are not alone. We can face
any trial in the power of the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Since the triune God is with us,
we can boldly claim victory over any obstacle.

Ezekiel 36-38
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Our Basis for Security
During Hardship

READ

erhaps right now, even as you read these

words, you are experiencing heaviness
of heart. You might be facing unbelievable
hardships that no one else knows about.
Maybe you are beginning a day that you
know will be a challenge or ending a day that
knocked you off your feet. Be encouraged,
my friend. You are not alone.

Whether you’re on top of the world or
down in the dumps today, try this little
exercise. Say aloud, “If God is for us, who is
against us?” (Rom. 8:31). Say it again. Repeat
it over and over until it becomes a part of
you. Let the biblical challenge ring forth
from within your spirit and echo through the
chasm of your troubles—“If God is for us,
who is against us?”

First Peter 1:5 reminds us we are under

God’s protection. Think about what that
means: absolutely nothing can touch us
unless God allows it. Moreover, Jesus prom-
ises that as we remain in Him, He remains
in us (John 15:4). We are protected through
and through! We have an almighty defender
standing between us and the world. It is as
though the Father says to our Enemy, “If you
want My child, you've got to come through
Me first.”
Whatever hardship
comes into our lives must first pass through
God’s divine, all-loving hands. Of course, we
may still experience hurt or loss, but we’ll be
aware that our Father has permitted it for
some higher purpose. And we will be certain
of the power to overcome—without ever
having to face the struggle alone.

‘ Ezekiel 39-41
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. The Path of

Brokenness

READ

oday’s verse gives a beautiful illustration
of brokenness: “Unless a grain of wheat

falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone;
but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” That is,
only by falling and breaking can a single grain
produce a rich crop. If it remains isolated and
protected, it will never produce anything.

That’s how the Lord works to mature His
children. He breaks us in order to bring spiri-
tual growth and supernatural ministry into
our lives. And the process is always the same:
1. He targets the areas in which we are not
submissive to Him.
2. He arranges circumstances and selects the
tools with which to break our self-sufficiency.
3. He controls the pressure and timing of those
circumstances to bring us back into His will.

If we refuse to be re-formed through this
brokenness and instead cling to whatever God
wants us to release, then He will put us on
the shelf. Just like the single, unbroken grain
of wheat, we will become fruitless and alone.
Yet we resist brokenness at every turn. We
want to hang on to the things we think bring
joy. We want to persist in relationships that
are stunting our spiritual growth. We want to
take the path of least resistance and hope that
God will bless our laziness. My friend, this is
not the road to maturity that our Father has
prepared for us.
Brokenness hurts. The
Word, however, proclaims that it hurts far
more not to be broken. Don’t be distracted
by short-term happiness. Look where your
Father is leading you, and let Him do what-
ever it takes to get you there.

Ezekiel 42-44



The Lesson of
Brokenness

READ

o one enjoys the feeling of brokenness,

but we cannot ignore its wonderful
benefits to spiritual growth. Being broken
gives us an entirely new perspective on the
Lord’s plan for our lives. You see, enjoying
a steady, uninterrupted stream of blessings
has an interesting effect on most people: it
distorts our view of the Father, often leaving
us to assume He exists for us.

We ask the Lord for healing, for success,
for financial security. We ask Him to bless our
family and our relationships. We ask and ask
and ask. And the truth is, much of the time we
aren’t really talking to God at all. In our mind,
we’ve replaced Him with some sort of cosmic
errand boy—we tell Him what we want and
then send Him off to get it for us.

In all of this, who is actually at the center

of our prayers? It certainly isn’t almighty God,
our eternal Savior and Creator of the universe.
No, instead we find ourselves at the center of
these prayers. Therefore, the end result is the
subtle belief that God exists for our benefit.
This distortion breaks the Lord’s heart and
leads us far away from truly knowing Him
for who He really is.
The antidote for this
self-centered idolatry is brokenness. When
God says “No,” when He takes away instead
of adding more, when He divinely man-
ages what we have, how much we have,
and how long we have it, He is helping us
keep our eyes on Him. Do not despise these
moments. Instead, recognize them as the
voice of your Father calling you back into
His loving arms.

Ezekiel 45-48

. The Landmine of

Unforgiveness

READ

hat is your first response when some-

one hurts you? Maybe you want to
retaliate. Or perhaps your outward attitude
doesn’t change, but inside you are quietly
nursing a dark bitterness and resentment.
These reactions strike us as understandable
and perfectly natural, don’t they?

In reality, however, unforgiveness is one
of the most destructive behaviors possible.
Impacting every prayer, every relationship,
and practically every thought you have, it is
a land mine with the potential to utterly ruin
your life.

Scripture is clear that we are to willingly
and openly forgive anyone who causes us
harm. The reason is that we ourselves have
been forgiven. The grace that God pours
out on each of us should be our motivation
and example. If we have received His loving
pardon, then we simply must do the same for
others, even when it seems difficult or unfair.

What is forgiveness? Simply put, it is the
act of giving up resentment toward someone,
along with the desire to retaliate. In other
words, we must surrender three things: the
general feeling of resentment, the specific
feelings toward a particular individual, and
all claims to retribution.

Forgiveness is far more
than a simple “I forgive you” statement. It
involves a total change of action and an atti-
tude that declares, “Though you wronged me,
I love and forgive you. I wish you the best and
will help you however I can.” Can you make
this statement after being hurt? Pray for those
who wrong you, and release your resentment.

Daniel 1-3
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The Weekend

Defining
Unforgiveness

READ

ow that we have looked at forgiveness,

let’s think about unforgiveness—the
deliberate decision to cling to 1) resentment
toward someone else and 2) your right to get
even any way you can. It’s a mindset that
says, “You hurt me. You must pay.”

What an ungodly, unscriptural attitude!
And yet it’s painfully evident in the hearts of
far too many Christians. So let’s uncover the
dark truth behind this destructive landmine.
Unforgiveness . ..

+ Demonstrates unwillingness to extend
to others what the Lord has extended to
you (Eph. 4:32). It simply means saying with
your attitude that you refuse to show the
grace and forgiveness of Christ to anyone else.

* Plants a root of bitterness in your heart.
It may start with a simple resentment because
of the way someone acted. Then, that little
seed of animosity begins to grow. Before long,
a whole crop of anger, malice, and bitterness
completely dominates you. If it is not dealt
with early, these bitter fruits will spoil every
part of your life.

* Prevents your becoming the person

God wants you to be. An unforgiving spirit
makes it impossible to accomplish what the
heavenly Father has in mind for you. How can
you expect to grow in Christ while willfully
allowing bitterness to erode your heart?
The results of withhold-
ing forgiveness are obvious, and yet many
believers stumble into this very trap. Don’t
fall for it. Ask God to help you release any
unforgiveness you have, and be reconciled to
your brothers and sisters without delay.

GNERTE | Daniel 45
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. The Greatest Burden

READ

t different points in life, everyone carries

a burden of one kind or another. Some
suffer after the death of a loved one; others
face rejection or loneliness. But the burden
that impacts an individual more profoundly
than any life circumstance is the emotional
and spiritual weight that comes from sin.

In the Scriptures, the word “sin” refers to
a thought or action that deviates from the
Lord’s standard of righteousness. Since no
one is perfect, sinfulness affects us all; allowed
to linger, it will fester and destroy lives.

Iniquity separates us from God (Ps. 66:18).
He is perfect and holy; just as light is incom-
patible with darkness, His perfection cannot
function with our imperfection. This is why
He does not answer the prayer of a person
living in sin. What’s more, John 3:36 says
that sinners are under divine wrath; they
are ultimately sentenced to eternal death—
or unending separation—from Him. This
righteous judgment would leave all humanity
hopeless. But because of the Father’s great
love, He has provided a way to Himself.

He sent His Son Jesus as a sacrificial lamb:
His blood paid the penalty for every wrong
committed throughout history. Christ is the
substitute for everyone who trusts Him as
Savior. In other words, Jesus is the bridge to
God. In John 14:6, He says, “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life; no one comes to
the Father but through Me.”

God graciously saves
those who receive Jesus. Though believers still
sin, they are forgiven. Have you allowed the
Lord to free you from the weight of iniquity?

Daniel 9-12



on the
burden of sin

“In weighing our sins let us not use a deceit-
ful balance, weighing at our own discretion
what we will, and how we will, calling this
heavy and that light: but let us use the
divine balance of the holy Scriptures, as
taken from the treasury of the Lord, and
by it weigh every offence, nay, not weigh,
but rather recognize what has been already
weighed by the Lord.”

—Augustine of Hippo

“Sin is not weakness, it is a disease; it is
red-handed rebellion against God and the
magnitude of that rebellion is expressed by
Calvary’s cross.” i—-‘:‘

— Oswald Chambers |

“We have a strange illusion that mere time
cancels sin . . . But mere time does nothing
either to the fact or to the guilt of sin. The
guilt is washed out not by time but by repen-
tance and the blood of Christ.”

—C. S. Lewis

U I

“Looking at the wound of sin will never
save anyone. What you must do is look at
the remedy.”

—D. L. Moody

“By nature I was too blind to know Him,
too proud to trust Him, too obstinate to
serve Him, too base-minded to love Him.”

—John Newton

“Any time we attempt to meet our own

needs or accomplish anything without God,

we sin and set ourselves up for failure.”
—Charles F. Stanley

Freedom in Jesus

READ

ccording to the Bible, sin is a universal

problem (Rom. 3:23). Consider David,
someone God calls “a man after My own
heart” (1 Sam. 13:14). We’d expect that a
person with this qualification would surely
“walk the straight and narrow.” But even
this righteous king fell short. Not only did
he commit adultery with Bathsheba; to cover
up his sin, he also sent her husband to the
front lines so he’d die in battle (2 Sam. 11:15).

Doesn’t it seem amazing that the Lord
would refer to him as a man “who kept My
commandments and who followed Me with
all his heart, to do only that which was right
in My sight” (1 Kings 14:8)? Yet because
David repented (Ps. 51), God forgave him
and regarded him as pure.

Scripture assures us that we are forgiven

when we confess sin (1 John 1:9). Jesus
bought our pardon with His death, and once
we accept His free gift, God sees us as right-
eous. Of course, we will continue to wrestle
with sin throughout life. Even the apostle
Paul documented his struggle against doing
wrong: “For the good that I want, I do not do,
but I practice the very evil that I do not want”
(Rom. 7:19).
As Christians, we’re free
from the wrath of God and eternal death,
but the battle against sin will continue until
we reach heaven. Therefore, we must con-
tinually admit and repent of wrongs so that
they don’t become a stronghold. We should
also ask the Lord to reveal unknown areas
of iniquity—then we can faithfully confess
anything in our life that isn’t holy.

ONE YEARBERNZBE"
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A Loving God
and Eternity

READ

he Scriptures clearly speak of existence

after death—people will spend eternity
in either heaven or hell. Yet many individuals
consider this truth inconsistent with other
facts about the Lord. While their objections
are understandable, the Bible provides the
answers to their questions:

How can the Lord be good if He lets some
people spend their afterlife in hell? God is
love (1 John 4:8) and doesn’t want anyone to
live without Him (1 Tim. 2:4). Everyone can
turn from sin and receive the Savior, thereby
avoiding eternal separation from Him. But
some reject Christ and live apart from Him all
their days. They will continue to exist apart
from His presence throughout eternity.

Why would the Lord create certain indi-
viduals, knowing they would never turn to
Him? To some, this seems unloving. Yet the
alternative would be worse. He created us
with free will—we can choose to obey and
follow Him. If our Father gave us no choice,
we would be mere robots, unable to truly
respond, love, and worship.

An endless penalty seems unfair, par-
ticularly if non-Christians never heard a
clear presentation of the gospel. As long as
unbelievers are alive, the heavenly Father does
everything He can to keep them from eternal
punishment—except to violate their free will.
He gives enough time and evidence so that
nobody has a valid excuse for rejecting the one
path to salvation (Rom. 1:20; John 14:6).

Do you know Jesus as
your Lord and Savior? He wants you to spend
eternity with Him.

ONE YEAR ‘ Hosea 5-9

40 ‘ September 2008 In Touch

. Eternal Life
With Jesus

READ

ome people question whether hell actually

exists. They wonder, How could someone
in heaven have no sadness while realizing loved
ones are suffering eternal punishment?

Humanly speaking, it’s hard to understand.
We know that in the afterlife, those who have
rejected Jesus will mourn (Matt. 13:42). But
Scripture makes it clear that eternity in Christ’s
presence will be pure joy. We are reassured
that “He will wipe away every tear from their
eyes; and there will no longer be any death ...
mourning, or crying, or pain” (Rev. 21:4).

But notice the beginning of verse 4. Before
entering heaven, believers will probably shed
some tears as well. You see, even Christians
will undergo judgment, but not to deter-
mine where they will spend eternity. Rather,
God will bring to light His children’s pure
and impure actions, thoughts, and motives
(1 Cor. 4:5). We'll no doubt be grieved to see
what opportunities were missed and where
we failed to act in a godly fashion. Yet the Lord
will dry our eyes and bring us into His glory,
where we’ll experience no sadness or pain.

Once we enter eternity with Him, we will
not long for anything. Even if we do have an
awareness that a loved one is absent from
heaven, there will be no discontent. At that
point, our desires will perfectly align with
His, and He will fulfill each one—anything
we lack will no longer be something we want.
Eternity is a long time,
and heaven will be indescribably wonderful.
Trusting Christ as Savior is the only way to
guarantee it will be your destination beyond
this life.

Hosea 10-14



God’s Patience

READ

f God were impatient, we would all experi-

ence immediate wrath for sin. Imagine
living in constant fear of doing something
wrong! Fortunately for mankind, His patience
is great.

One reason that the Lord shows mercy is
because He knows we have a fallen nature.
Just as a toddler has to learn obedience, God’s
children also must learn to walk in His ways.
He takes pleasure in watching us do what is
right; therefore, He allows us time and room
for mistakes.

Paul appreciated God’s patience. His life
demonstrated that because the Father is slow
to anger, unbelievers have a much greater
opportunity for salvation (1 Tim. 1:16).

In Romans 2:4, the apostle affirms that
our heavenly Father’s kindness and mercy
lead to repentance. But in the following
verse, he warns those with stubborn hearts
that they will experience judgment. In other
words, the warning is that God’s patience
will at some point run out if someone con-
tinuously sins against Him.

In the Old Testament, Israel repeatedly

experienced this painful truth. The people
turned away from the Lord and did evil in
His sight by worshiping idols. God patiently
tolerated their waywardness, giving them
opportunity to choose obedience. But even-
tually, He’d withdraw His protection until
they would cry out and return to Him.
Is there unconfessed
sin in your life? Be thankful that the Lord has
been slow to anger. And be wise: do not test
the limits of His patience.

Joel 1-3

The Weekend

Is Our Country
on Thin Ice?

READ

he United States was founded on the
basis that life, liberty, and the pursuit of

happiness are “unalienable rights,” endowed
by the Creator. In the mid-1900s, the Pledge
of Allegiance was amended to convey a similar
idea—that we are “one nation under God.”

Soon, however, morality in our land took
a downward turn, and over the past 50 years,
the Founders® vision has become clouded.
One indicator is the media—if a citizen in
1950 could have seen some of our current
TV programs, he no doubt would have been
shocked by the language, dress, and content.

Can the attempt to remove Jesus from the
public square have anything to do with our
crumbling values? Perhaps. A country that
takes prayer out of schools and government
meetings can easily drift from godly ways.
We have even debated removing “In God We
Trust” from our currency and “one nation
under God” from the Pledge. What’s more,
our nation is sometimes so accepting of “all
religions” that Christians are persecuted for
believing Jesus is the only way (John 14:6).

God is holy, so surely He doesn’t approve
of all the actions sanctioned by our laws. Yet
He has been patient—and we’ve been blessed
beyond measure. But the Father’s patience
won't last forever (Neh. 9:30). America must
repent of its choice to disregard His precepts.
Have you sat back and
allowed ungodly values to infiltrate the land?
As citizens, Christians have a responsibility to
influence government decisions in the direc-
tion of righteousness. Ask for God’s guidance
as you determine how to stand up for Him.

ONE YEAR JEEUISRES]
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READ

once read a survey that asked 500 people

what emotions they felt when experienc-
ing guilt. The answers were heartbreaking.
Respondents reported feeling punished,
depressed, worthless, rejected, and isolated.
Many were overwhelmed by a general sense
of low self-esteem. There was no joy, no
hope, and no vitality. In a sense, it was as
though the feelings of guilt had completely
blotted out everything else in their lives.

This seems like such a sad way to exist, and
yet it’s safe to assume that all of us—even
those of us who are believers—have gone
through these exact same emotions. In fact,
you may be dealing with intense guilt right
now. If so, let’s consider one simple question:
Where does your guilt come from?

In 2 Corinthians 7:10, we see two forms of
guilt. One is a sorrow that comes from God.
This call to repentance is a tool the Lord
uses to draw unbelievers to Himself through
salvation in Christ. It also motivates believers
to confess any wrongs causing “interference”
in their fellowship with Him.

A second form of guilt is the dark emotion
that plagues people with remorse and the
reactions mentioned on the survey. Such sor-
row isn’t from God at all, but from the world.
If you've received Jesus’
free gift of salvation but still struggle under
the assault of guilt, let Scripture assure you:
these feelings didn’t come from God. He is
not attacking you. Rather, He holds the keys
to your freedom. Don’t fall victim to the
Enemy’s lies. In Christ, you are forgiven and
free. Lay down your chains today.

‘ Amos 6-9; Obadiah
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The Source of Guilt . What Is Guilt?

READ

uilt is something with which we all are

familiar. Oftentimes, Christians wear the
feeling of guilt like a badge of honor, in some
misguided effort to demonstrate humility. But
this is a tragic misunderstanding that poisons
the church and steals the joy of Christ from
believers. We need to stop and ask the ques-
tion, “What is guilt?”

The word itself rarely appears in English
translations of the Bible. When the term
does occur, however, it is often misapplied.
In the context of the world, “guilt” refers to
feelings of remorse, depression, or rejection
over something that occurred in the past.
Scripturally speaking, however, “guilt” is
used only to denote responsibility. The word
is never associated with feelings of shame or
rejection; instead, it is more of a legal term,
as when a court finds an offender “guilty.”

What does this mean for the believer?
Well, we should already know that we have
been found guilty—we all have an enormous
sin-debt that we could never pay. However,
Jesus Christ took that guilt upon Himself
at the cross, and He paid our debt in full. And
if He has already paid our debt and released
us from liability, we are no longer guilty. We
have been tried and found forgiven.

Scripture never tells us
to hide the joy of our salvation beneath a
smothering blanket of guilt. Rather, we are
called to rejoice in the glorious redemption
that Christ’s sacrifice made possible. For this
reason, we can proudly proclaim, “So if the
Son makes you free, you will be free indeed”
(John 8:36). Go, and be free today.

Jonah 1-4; Micah 1-2



Equipped to Fulfill
Godss Calling

READ

ur heavenly Father is looking for men

and women who will dedicate them-
selves to His kingdom work. He seeks people
willing to accept responsibility and carry out
His “assignments” to completion.

The Lord commended Moses because he
persevered in faith to fulfill the calling on
his life. When he learned he was to lead the
Hebrew slaves out of Egyptian bondage, his
initial reaction was, “Who am I, that I should
go to Pharaoh?” (Ex. 3:11). But God assured
him, “Certainly I will be with you” (v. 12).

The Lord’s divine presence was a key part
of Moses’ equipping as a leader. And His
response to believers today is the same. We
can confidently accept the responsibility God
gives us—whether it’s for leadership or some
other role—because He has promised to be
with us always (Matt. 28:20).

However, Moses wondered whether the
Hebrew people would listen to him. He had
been away from Egypt for a long time, and
his last interaction with the Israelites had
been a negative one (Ex. 2:11-14). What kind
of influence could he have? God revealed that
the only credential Moses needed to give
them was that he was sent by God—the TAM
(Ex. 3:14). When the Lord gives us a task, He
will bestow the spiritual authority we need
to carry it out. In addition, God gave Moses
a helper—his brother Aaron. Our heavenly
Father will also provide us with the people
necessary to fulfill His plan.

God has promised to
equip us for His work. What is your response
when asked to serve?

Micah 3-7

Being a Responsible
Christian

READ

he Lord called Moses to a specific task,

gave him the authority to carry it out,
and promised His unwavering presence. The
Israelite leader proved responsible, carrying
out the plan in dependence upon God.

Moses had strong faith. He doubted his own
abilities but trusted in the Lord. We also need
faith that’s confident, courageous, and com-
mitted. Our confidence is to come from the
knowledge that God is true to His character
and promises. Our courage is drawn from
the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us. And our
commitment grows as we focus on Jesus, who
faced great adversity in order to save us.

God prepared Moses for his work through

many life experiences. First, he was born to
Hebrew parents who were slaves in Egypt—
as a result, he identified closely with the
multitudes God wanted him to lead. Next,
since he was adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter,
he knew Egyptian customs, language, and
palace conduct. Therefore, when the Lord
commanded him to approach Pharaoh, he
was returning to a familiar place. Finally, from
his upbringing in the king’s court, Moses
knew prosperity, but he also experienced
seasons of want as a shepherd in a foreign
land. In this way, he could relate to both
Pharaoh and the slaves he was sent to free.
All of these aspects of his life helped ready
him to become God’s servant-leader.
The Lord will utilize
the events of our lives and grow our faith to
equip us for serving Him. Ask God to reveal
ways that your background can help you to
further His kingdom.

Nahum 1-3; Habakkuk 1-3
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Protecting Our Future

READ

e live in a pleasure-oriented culture

that focuses on the present. God does
not want us to sacrifice future blessings for
short-term enjoyments. Let’s look at Esau’s
mistakes and learn from him.

Blind to what was valuable in life, Esau
casually sold his birthright to get what he
wanted. As Isaac’s elder son, he faced a secure
future in the role of spiritual leader and head
of the family. Yet caring nothing about his
rights as firstborn or his impact on future
generations, he sold it all for a bowl of stew.

Some of us are similarly shortsighted. We
spend long hours working or engaging in
pleasurable pursuits of our own choosing.
However, God wants our priorities to reflect
His—namely, to love Him with all our heart
and to love others through a life of service and
sacrifice (Matt. 22:37-40).

Esau was ruled by his appetite and emo-

tions. When he returned from hunting, his
thoughts centered on his hunger and the
quickest way to satisfy an empty stomach.
He agreed to Jacob’s offer without weighing
the cost. Giving in to our feelings can be a first
step toward trouble and regret. Emotions
that prompt us to act quickly or put ourselves
first can lead us astray. In addition, over-
indulgence can bring poor health, financial
pressures, and even addiction.
We can protect our
future by yielding to the Spirit’s control and
living out what Scripture considers most
valuable: knowing God and obediently serving
Him. Make sure that you put Him in charge
of your mind, will, emotions, and appetite.

‘ Zephaniah 1-3
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The Weekend

Failing to Protect
Our Future

READ

esterday we learned that Esau sold his

future for a bowl of stew. His blindness
to what was truly valuable caused him to
lose his inheritance. There are other people
who can teach us additional lessons about
protecting our future.

David was chosen by God to lead the nation,
and for many years, he pursued the Lord’s
plan. However, his desire for Bathsheba led
him to commit adultery and arrange for her
husband to die. Because he chose to gratify
his own wishes instead of following God’s
ways, he fell into sin. When confronted by
the prophet Nathan, David sincerely repented
(2 Sam. 12:7, 13), but he and his family were
deeply affected by his mistake.

Samson was another one who knew what
the Lord required but disobeyed—Ilike David,
he gave up blessings for temporal pleasure.
Losing sight of God’s purpose, Samson
chose instead to please his untrustworthy
companion, Delilah (Judg. 16:15-17). As a
result, he spend his last years in disgrace.

A final example is Judas Iscariot, who
wanted Jesus to establish the kingdom of
God immediately. Because he valued earthly
matters above spiritual ones, he rejected
Jesus’ teachings and tried to manipulate
events to his own liking. He was convinced
he knew what was right.

To avoid the kind of
mistakes these men made, we must commit
to setting aside our own desires in favor of
God’s will. In other words, we must cherish
the eternal over the temporal and be satisfied
with what the Lord has planned.

Haggai 1-2, Zechariah 1-5



God Meets Our Needs

READ

ur heavenly Father has promised to give
us good gifts that will provide what we
need. Let’s look at what is ours in Christ.

One universal human need is for love.
Through faith in Jesus, we’ve been adopted
as the heavenly Father’s beloved children.
But before this could take place, God’s jus-
tice had to be satisfied. You see, we were all
born with a sinful nature that is bent away
from the Lord. Because of the Father’s great
love, He sent Jesus to take our place and
experience judgment for our sin. Out of deep
compassion for us, Jesus willingly suffered
and died so we might become part of God’s
family and experience His rich affection for
us (John 3:16). Through our relationship
with Him, this need for love is fully met.

In fact, by means of salvation, our Father

also provided for two other basic needs—
companionship and security. When we accept
God’s offer of forgiveness, the Holy Spirit
comes to live within us, fulfilling Jesus’
promise never to leave us (Heb. 13:5). This
new relationship is also permanent. What
Jesus accomplished on the cross was fully
accepted by God as payment for our sin-
debt. Furthermore, Christ Himself promised
that no one can ever snatch us out of His
hand (John 10:28). Therefore, we can rest
in the knowledge that we are God’s children
forever. That is true security.
Our deep need for love,
security, and companionship is satisfied in an
intimate relationship with the Lord. Have you
trusted Christ so you could be permanently
adopted into God’s family?

Zechariah 6-9

Using a Wrong
Approach

READ

he Lord promises to supply our needs,

but that means in His way and time
frame. There might be temptations to take a
wrong approach in fulfilling those needs, so
we must be careful not to push ahead of God
or follow a route that leads away from Him.

Some people think their security rests in a
bank account, prestige, or possessions. That
mindset can lead to becoming a workaholic
who sacrifices relationships for financial
gain. Or it could tempt someone to engage in
illegal or unethical activities. In contrast, by
basing our life on the security we have in
Christ, we will have peace of mind and heart.

Another unhealthy way to meet our needs
involves looking for companionship outside
of God’s established boundaries. We may find
a momentary thrill in connecting intimately
with someone new, but in the end, that road
brings pain and disappointment.

The Enemy wants us to provide for our-

selves in a way that is independent of God
and out of line with His will. Satan deceived
Adam and Eve by implying that the Lord was
keeping some important information from
them; he suggested that his course of action,
not the Creator’s, would make them wise.
The first man and woman exchanged the truth
of God for a lie, and it cost them dearly. If we
allow wrong thinking to direct our actions,
we get ourselves into a lot of trouble too.
It’s important to under-
stand what we have received through our
relationship with Jesus. Learning to depend
on Him will help us avoid wrong approaches
to getting what we need.

Zechariah 10-14
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IN TOUCH RESOURCE CENTER

Life Principles Study Series

These new updated editions of Dr. Stanley’s classic study guides are perfect
for individuals or groups. Each features ten lessons that include Scripture
study, questions for discussion or reflection, and application.

Unrelenting Strength

This study reveals how to let God strengthen and mold you
through the pain in your life—whether emotional or physical.
Instead of being crushed by suffering, learn how to use it for
His glory.

Advancing Through Adversity
Workbook / $7.99 Set of 6 / $39.99

Emotional Wholeness

The God who created your emotions wants to heal and restore
every area of your heart. Learn the seven keys to emotional health
and ways to overcome roadblocks such as fear, guilt, anger,
rejection, and anxiety.

Becoming Emotionally Whole
Workbook / $7.99 Set of 6 / $39.99

US: 800-333-5849 Canada: 800-323-3747



The Freedom of Forgiveness

Find complete freedom when you let supernatural forgiveness
become a reality in your life. Whether you struggle with
forgiving yourself or others, you’ll find this in-depth study

to be life-changing.

Experiencing Forgiveness
Workbook / $7.99 Set of 6 / $39.99

CRARLEY ] STANLLY

Power for Living

This ten-part study will help you understand the role of the
Holy Spirit in your life. Dr. Stanley covers aspects of the Spirit-
filled life such as character development, spiritual gifts, prayer,
personal calling, and decision making.

Relying on the Holy Spirit
Workbook / $7.99 Set of 6 / $39.99

. Prayer That Moves Mountains

Experience the joy of connecting with the Lord in two-way
communication. This study includes a variety of fascinating topics,
such as effective intercession, the value of fasting, what to do when
prayers seem to go unanswered, the power of aligning with God’s
will, and more.

Talking With God
Workbook / $7.99 Set of 6 / $39.99

#

True Prosperity 3 i L
Get a handle on the true meaning of biblical prosperity. L .
In this practical study, you’ll gain a fresh perspective on

the place of money in your life and how it relates to work

and faith.

UNDERSTANDING

Understanding Financial Stewardship
Workbook / $7.99 Set of 6 / $39.99

www.intouch.org SEE ORDER FORM FOR DETAILS
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